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A stronger role for the World Health 
Organization in addressing climate 
and health justice?
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Issues:

• Alignment of international 
agreements & focus on adaptation, 
mitigation and CBDR principles 

• Health impacts of climate change

• Adaptation for health

• Health co-benefits of mitigation 

• Just transition

• Comprehensive approach; climate 
change, One Health & Planetary 
Health 

• Potential actions for WHO secretariat 
and member states 

https://climateandhealthalliance.org/wp-
content/uploads/2023/11/November-2023_Civil-Society-
Concept-Note_A-WHA-Resolution-on-Climate-Change-and-
Health.pdf

https://climateandhealthalliance.org/wp-content/uploads/2023/11/November-2023_Civil-Society-Concept-Note_A-WHA-Resolution-on-Climate-Change-and-Health.pdf


Key points:

• Health, environmental, climate change 

• Climate-resilient and sustainable health   
systems 

• Emissions by health systems itself (?)

• Limited finance obstacle

• Link with UNFCC & CoP, One Health

Actions MS:

• V&A, NAPs, disaggregation of data

• Work with ATACH

• Finance and intersectoral action

Actions WHO:

• Global Plan of Action – Link with UNFCC 
processes (?)

• Global leader climate and health

• Capacity building for MS and wider UN 
system





Joint Outcome 1.1. More climate-resilient health systems are 
addressing health risks and impacts 

Climate-related risks to health systems and health and nutritional 
outcomes will be systematically assessed and addressed, in line with 
the drive for universal health coverage, a scaled-up primary health care 
approach and the wider societal goal of climate adaptation.

Joint Outcome 1.2. Lower-carbon health systems and societies are 
contributing to health and well-being 

Plans to reduce, where possible, the carbon footprint of health 
systems, supply chains and care services will be developed, tailored 
and implemented, accounting for different national and local contexts 



Assessment:

• Climate Change and Health higher on agenda of WHO

• Global Plan of Action welcome: governance and operationalisation

• Interrelation between the 6 pillars – to be seen

• Fragmentation or synergetic approach – beware of the silo approach

• Finance for implementation ? Much hopes but assessment is bleak

• Relation with other institutions and UN governance regimes ?

• Influence of other global health negotiations and geo-political
gridlocks?

• Broader political – economy of health and ecological crisis is missing

(focus on co-benefits, not on limiting harm, justice, responsibility)



https://makerichpolluterspay.org/climate-equality-report/

Justice considerations



A tunnel vision for climate change and health ? 

Deivanayagam, T. A., & Osborne, R. E. (2023). Breaking free from tunnel vision for climate change 
and health. PLOS Global Public Health, 3(3), e0001684.



Discussion: expectations for WHA77 and onward


