
 

 

 

 
Input provided in written form and shared via Zoom chat and email to the  

INB Bureau and WHO Secretariat (oral statements by non-state actors  

not being allowed or this agenda sub-item of the first INB meeting) 

 

Input to INB resumed first meeting, 14-15 March 2022: 

Concerns and recommendations regarding public hearings 

 

Distinguished INB Members,  

We herewith share with you, for your consideration, some concerns and recommendations 

related to the implementation of the public hearings related to the INB process. Our input is 

based on our own engagement, for many years, in the field of WHO and global health 

governance, and draws on input received from various civil society colleagues.  

Unfortunately we could not see the Secretariat’s presentation of the proposed modalities of 

the public hearings, and we could not follow your deliberations. Some of our 

recommendations might have been taken up already. 

Our main concerns 

● Despite the reference to “standard WHO practice”, there is no such established 

practice. This is a concern civil society actors have raised at various occasions, in our 

interaction with the WHO Director-General and Secretariat.  

Reference*: DG Civil society dialogue on social participation and accountability, 

October 2020 

● Restricting engagement in the treaty making process to a small set of “relevant 

stakeholders” would not allow full and meaningful participation of civil society and 

communities. 

References*: Civil society letter to the INB, “Meaningful engagement of civil society 

and communities in the development of the Pandemic Treaty, 11 March 2022; See 

also: OHCHR Guidelines on implementation of right to participation (section on 

supranational level) 

● While we promote transparency and inclusivity principles for the INB process, the 

Bureau and WHO Secretariat need to clearly tackle the fundamental differences 

between civil society and the private sector that are currently blurred in the “relevant 

stakeholders” approach of the INB. 

Reference*: Towards a more meaningful engagement of WHO with civil society, civil 

society statement 2019 

● Based on the lessons learnt from the making of the Framework Convention on 

Tobacco Control FCTC, WHO and its member states should keep problematic 

industry actors out of treaty making.  

Reference*: “You have a great responsibility on your shoulders…” Open civil society 

letter on key issues to be addressed in the INB process, 12 March 

See also: Statement by Corporate Accountability at today’s session (if allowed) 

*further references can be provided 

http://g2h2.org/posts/socialaccountability/
https://stopaids.org.uk/2022/03/11/meaningful-engagement-of-civil-society-and-communities-in-the-development-of-the-pandemic-treaty/
https://stopaids.org.uk/2022/03/11/meaningful-engagement-of-civil-society-and-communities-in-the-development-of-the-pandemic-treaty/
https://stopaids.org.uk/2022/03/11/meaningful-engagement-of-civil-society-and-communities-in-the-development-of-the-pandemic-treaty/
https://www.ohchr.org/Documents/Issues/PublicAffairs/GuidelinesRightParticipatePublicAffairs_web.pdf
https://www.ohchr.org/Documents/Issues/PublicAffairs/GuidelinesRightParticipatePublicAffairs_web.pdf
https://g2h2.org/posts/civilsocietyengagement/
https://g2h2.org/posts/inb-openletter-march2022/


 

Our recommendations  

Based on these concerns, please allow us to provide the following recommendations for the 

implementation of the INB public hearings, and in particular the first one to take place in the 

week of 11 April 2022: 

Inclusiveness 

● Extend the public hearings beyond those actors in official relations with WHO. 

● Set up the public hearings in all WHO languages, to allow broad input. 

● Keep the public hearing open for at least two weeks, so that communities, social 

movements, and grassroots civil society organizations all over the World can be 

informed and involved. 

● For better integration of the input received through the public consultation, use the 

same approach for the public hearings as for collecting input from member states: an 

online tool with a set of guiding questions plus the opportunity to provide “open ended” 

input. 

Transparency and protection of the treaty-making process 

● Publish the guiding documents for the public hearings as soon as possible after 

today’s INB session and allow interested actors to review them and provide feedback 

to the WHO Secretariat. 

● Do not allow private sector input into shaping the content of the proposed instrument, 

and therefore do not open the public hearings to private sector entities and 

associations. 

● Make all input received via public hearing publicly available. 

 

As other civil society representatives in this meeting and related submissions to the INB, we 

conclude our comment by underscoring a vital need for this treaty to be a strong and binding 

one.  

Quoting an open letter to the INB co-signed by our Executive Secretary and President: “The 

international community will not succeed in preventing, preparing and responding to new 

similar health threats unless it is ready to address the multiple determinants of potential future 

pandemics, paying strategic attention to the inherent injustice and structural inequities 

exacerbated by such crises.” 

Thank you again for the opportunity to provide this input. 

 

Basel/Geneva, 15 March 2022  

Thomas Schwarz, Executive Secretary 

Medicus Mundi International - Network Health for All 

 

Contact: schwarz@medicusmundi.org  

Website www.medicusmundi.org 

https://g2h2.org/posts/inb-openletter-march2022/
mailto:schwarz@medicusmundi.org
http://www.medicusmundi.org/

